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STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT [SoHI]:

Date: 3" March 2010

Premises: 370 Old Northern Road, Castle Hill

Property Description: Lot 2, DP 135804

Prepared By: Greg Patch
B Sc Arch, B ARCH (Hons), M Herit Cons (Hons), RAIA
14 Winchcombe Ave,
Haberfield NSW 2045

For: Lanox Pty Ltd and KSMJ Pty Ltd

A. PURPOSE OF STATEMENT

This statement has been prepared to assess potential heritage impacts of a proposed subdivision in relation
to the Castle Hill Heritage Park adjoining.

B. GROUNDS OF STATEMENT

Castle Hill Heritage Park (former Government Farm No 3) is listed as a heritage item. This has been
established through a search of the State Heritage Inventory [SHR §90/07504 $92/01663 H02/00180] and
Schedule 1 of Baulkham Hills LEP 2005, where it is listed as a conservation area

C. LIMITS OF STATEMENT

This statement is based on SHI data sheets 5051518 & 1090050, and an inspection of the site in late
February 2010.

D. LOCATION

LB LE RUAD JS

1. Aerial view- Location of 370 Old Northern Rd, Castle Hill (Source: v imageryanaps.nsw.gov.an )
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i, CONTEXT
EL DOCUMENTARY

SHI Duta Sheet 5051518

The information provided on this data sheet was updated following a study by Godden Mackay Logan in

2007 {see copy at Appendix B).
A cluronology is given 1o summarise 1he hackground of the place:

I8O1 - Work commenced on the Third Government fiem. with the soil heing described us the 'hest and most
productive kind'.

180072 - The bridges. fong ht (100 fevs by 20 feat) and watering place were veferved 1o in g sinvevors field hook.

I802 (Oc1) - Francis Peron desevibed Castle Hill ax an infant tosen’ consisting of "o dozen hosses with ‘eltiveted
fund’ and ‘several handsome farns’

1803 - 4 watercolowr indivared that the Governnrent Favm wrea was substaniiotly cleared with 1718 [?[stroctures,
mracks and associated ureay noder llage fsee Fignre 2.0 huportendv, the image shoves the long i with
adjacent store howse wird mill house.

J803 fhuse 303 - Governor King reported that he was consirneting e stone harrack wi Castle Hill of twoe siorevs
and 106 feet v 24 feel.

1803 (Augusey - The Barvacks was still under construction

JS’()J fdeh March) - Vinegor Hill wprising vecurred, with o house’ set adight on the Govermment Farm.

T806 fwgust) - Bareacks building was possibly converred inio barn,

1807 (August) - Repaivs to o number of buildings ocewred, as well as the granary and harn reported jinished.

ISTE tAprily - Macqnarie, instracted the fara be converted inter an asyhon and o garden fenced at rear of
gramare for exercise of immates, with the building to aceemmadate 30 persons.

1811 thine - Comversion reported complete.
1x 14 - Buildings reposted in bad condition by Surgeon Bland,

1817 - Buildings reposied in good condition twith o fow repairs needed). with meation of a kitehen (sepurate?)
wnd the need for partitions in the upper storey to oveate au internad configararion of o wards und u store room.

1819 tMarchy - Building reported as upstairs feorale ward and need for partition to separate male inmaies
wpsteirs as well, store recommended. Roof wad wells nuplustered with deanp conditions.

1821 - Commissioner Bivge reconmended the cdosure of the asylion.
1826 - Asvliom closed and inmates moved to Liverpool Cowrthonse.

1826 (Novembery - The former axvium was converted o a elrell reguiving o veplacement roaf, shingling,
tadder and rail. replacement of floors, pariitioning, door furnitire, window repairs and gluzing, clea verandal
heanis and new posts, whitewashing amd plasiering of nwvo yooms 60 foet by 18 feet and one 43 foet by 18 feer.

1828 - Former axyinm Land formally conveved to Clureh amd Sehools Carporation,

1832 fMeay 2-5) - Former asylmm smveved by Folton Mathew showing school, hridee, former asvlum building and
ruins thitchen? ),

1832 (Seprember) - Building reporred ax in dilupidated condition,
IN37 (Novewmber) - HE Butlor reswrveved the land and set aside $0 aeres ay o glebe,
1839 (Seprember) - Building reported as being converted imo a chapel in be called St Stnon's,

1886 - The ofd asyhon buildig was denolished, with stone repoviedly transported o construct the rectory for St
Paul’s on the corner of Parsonage Road-and Old Newthern Road.

1895 - First part of the 40 aere glebe sold to orchardise JT Bew.

FTOOi - The remainder way solil 1o James Purser,
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1930s- Orcharding declined and site was given over fo pastirae dving loter U308 and Fih,

Benveen 1947 and 1961 ¢ large mushromm shed was constracted to the northeast of the Barvacks site with u
velifeular eairance wr the eest of the site along the vight olhvay.

By 1961~ A simall filro cottuge with brick piers way comsarneted on the Barracks site.

1966 - The dherrf wall at the rear of the cotrage altourent gfong the vight-of-way was constmcied
possibly of sandstone stone from the bavracks site at the same thme anid B simifar fixhion g the stone wall ar the
Pursonuge. (Godden Mackay Logan 2007)

Statement of Significance
The significance ol the place is stased as:

Castle Hill Hevitage Pavk is importans in the conrse or pattern of the stae's history for its cluse connection with
the events feading up to the Battle of Vinegar Hifl i 1804 (also comprising an iniportaut eveut in the lrish
srationiadist nuinements of the eighteently and nincieenth centuries), The historical importaiee of the sie is
enhanced by i1s place in the westward expunsion of the carfy eolony, wsing conviet fabowr, whar sonetines
Sitltering and ofien yusuccessfid attempts were maiele at the introdvction and development of agriculiure in
previously unsettled and only recenily explored areas. Later nses of the site as the natien's fivst dedicated menal
health facility @the ‘Axvium Phases (1811-1828) enhances the site’s historical significance. The site’s conversion (o
use for a clurel and school (1828-1866) and then adaptation for orcharding (1870-1930) are also importunt
historical Tayers'. principally at the local fevel.

Castle Hill Heritage Park is Exceptionally significant af the store fevel for its strong associations with the rebels
who participated in the Baitle of Vinegar Hill in 1304 andl, more gencrally, with the early convict labourers aned
Irish of the colony. The site’s Tater associations with the first mentad health patients of the nation. and with the
prominent coloniof pohanath Rev WA Clarke. ave also significan at the state fevel. Associations between the site
and the local conmmmity from 1828 into the late hventivth century (vwhen it finetianed as the districr Chureh and
then orchards) are alse significant, although principally at the local level.

Castle Hill Heritage Park vecalls in its topography, land forms aud remnant siruetures the eriginal lavout and
Jorm of the Thivd Government Farm. s a resudt, it reflects the nincteenth cenmry eudtwral landseape wid
demonstrates. at a state level of significance, the principal charaeteristics of the rival aesthetic af the period,

The orcharding phase of the site may be of social significance 1o those members of the commmity that are
descendants of the earlier ovchardists of the area. Further, the school and chureli were jor many years focal
points for the community after the closure of the barrcks {sic] and asylum.

The archacological relies identified at Castle Hifl, and other relies porentialty on the site but not yet exposed. hold
comsiderable potential to coutribute to substantive research guestions relating to iaportant geads in the state %
tand nation's) history, including the weatment of the convicts and mental health patients incarcerated at the site,
the circumstances precipitating the Buttle of Vinegar Hill, carly attempls af agricniture west af Svcey, and (at the
tocal fevel) the seitlement and later developmient of the area aratnd C astle Hifl.

The site represents an grncommon aspect of the state's fund nation’s) history, in that it is one af only nve places in
the country where armed rehellion was planmed and conunenced, Simitartv, it was the first Leneatic Asylu in the
colony, and rave 1o thar exient, although laer examples also existed. The enltural fandscape af the site also
comprises-an uncommon example of o redativedy inchanged (in termy of topography and later developmen}
comict form sie,

Castle Hill Hevitage Park is important ut the Stte level as a representative example of a relatively wnchaged {sicl
(in terms of topography and later developmen) convict fara site. Irs vemman cidtnral landscape is o goud
exeample of the nincteenth conrry convict fiarm setifement. (Castle Il Heritage Park Conservation Manugemen
Plan Goddon Muckay Logan July 2007) Dare Siguificance Updated: 27 Oct 08

The Jand idenlified as forming the Castle Hill Heritage Park is:

. . I PlandFolio
Lot Volume Code LotV elume Number Seetton Number PlaniFolio Code )

Number
or o 5 . ] o bp Careas
o1 T . B B o b e R
e o D . . . . . ‘IiiP . ;3()32.{.{.7..
Lot N o 393287
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LoT I . DP 556680

LOT 2 . DP 556680

PART LOT 167 - DP 752020

LOT 1 - DP 85614

LOT 1021 L DP 1861081

LOT 1026 - DP 861081 §

The subject property has a boundary contiguous with that of Lot Y DP 400056, according to the Lands
Department cadastre:

2. Cadastre- Castle Hill Heritage Park and subject land (Source: ywww.inidgery. maps.isiw.gov.ai 3

The SHR curtilage is mapped as:

L AR x

(T e

— o SN MR

‘ BAULKHAM HILLS
e .}/.-( -‘.‘ ‘ ) . " <

N LY - e T
Third Government Farm (former) \-\_i
|

SHR 01448 - Plan 2116

4370 Old Northern Rd, & Boundary
4 with Castle Hill Heritage Park

3. SHR Curtilage- Castle Hill Heritage Park (Source: SHI Data 50515 18).
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Historical Aerial

A 1943 flying aerial of the area is available from the NSW Land Department Spatial Information Exchange
[SIX] website- The NSW RTA “From the Skies™ series:

/n

€ ARINA PLALL

The aerial shows the subject land to be largely cleared, with comes remnant vegetation to the southern
portion and no buildings apparent.

o, & e

4. 1943 Aerial detail. (Source:

The area appears to have been in largely rural use at the time with orchards and cultivation of some areas,
with the remainder presumably grazing land.

Deposited Plans

A search of the current deposited plan for the property (DP 135804) reveals that it is a Departmental Plan
drawn following “road action” which appears to relate to the widening of Old Northern Road. The prior
plan, DP400639, was endorsed in March 1957 in relation to a transfer, and related to the subdivision of Lot
B in MPS G405597. The subject allotment, then appears to have come into being as of 1957.

Further detailed land titles research is required to shed further light on the sequence of subdivision and
ownership, though is not considered necessary, given the essentially visual impact nature of assessment.
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E2. PHYSICAL

The property is largely open grassed land, with apparent planted trees to the western boundary and
associated with a seemingly post WWII cottage to the eastern portion: '

5. Recent aerial -detail. Trees t0 boundary, cottage, remnant vegetation {Source: Wwi, imdagery maps.jsw. gov.dil )

A photographic survey of the subject site, and views towards Castle Hill Heritage Park, and views from the

Park towards the subject property was undertaken:
- - —— - . | —

6. Planted native trees to west boundary

8. Exotic trees 1o south of western boundary. 9. Exotic tree to south of western boundary.

It appears that a line of trees of native species was planted along the western boundary with the Park sometime
following WWIL, with the southern end of the line of trees featuring some exotic specimens,
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1. Bunya pine near cottage. 11. Bunya pine from north. 12, Line of trees- east/west.

There is also a line of trees running east west to the north of the cottage and extending to the eastern boundary of the
Park. This includes a juvenile Bunya pine, and eucalypts/ native species such as tallowwood.

13. Cottage  fiom the north-west.

13. Access track to cottage / remnant trees. 16. Concrete road to Old Northern Road entry.

The cottage is in face dry-pressed brick cavity wall construction, with glazed terracotta Marseilles tile roof,
and has a skillion roofed garage to the south east.

It does not appear on the 1943 aerial and the form of construction, the detailing and type of tiles and face
brick all point to its having been constructed in the post WWII period, in a relatively simple vernacular-
based form. It also appears that it was not fully completed- see verandah.

A photographic survey was also conducted from within Castle Hill Heritage Park:
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17. From near carpark- roof of cottage.

21. Informal intercomnection-Park to subject land. 22, Dry-stone wall to adjacent tank/ boundary.

The existing line of trees along the western boundary of the subject land provide considerable screening as
they are- the understorey vegetation also assists in this regard, but appears to include invasive weed

species.

23. View fiom near boundary to carpark. ) 24. Development under construction to south-east.
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25, House visible to the north west (Doune Couri?) 26. Houses to the south west (St Simon Place?)

There are various installations within the Park that allow public interpretation, including a reference map
and reproduction of an early watercolour of the site:

TE RSN A

27. Site reference map 28. Early (1803) watercolowr-Interpretative panel near carpark
As the statement of significance explains, the Park demonstrates the topography of the area:

The cultural landscape at the site also comprises an uncommon example of a relatively unchanged (in terms of
topography and later development) conviet farm site.

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

[ have examined a Subdivision Concept Plan N°. 2008117/DDOIA prepared by Jackson Teece, dated
30.03.2010 (Amendment date). '

It depicts a proposed 15 lot subdivision of the land, each with an “indicative building envelope” of 15 x
10m. An area along the southern boundary and extending to the north is nominated as “Reserve Area” of
7,300 m’, there is a road reserve of 5,455 m?, and a fire trail to provide access to the boundaries to the
northern portion of the site.

The configuration of the proposed lots is around a loop cul-de-sac with a landscaped area to the centre of
the loop. The lots with a common boundary to the Park include the reserve to the south and Lots 3,4,5,6,7
& 8. Lots 4.5.6.7 & 8 have their “building envelope™ closest to the boundary with the Park, at some 10
metres setback. This will allow for sufficient area to build a house, have adequate outdoor space, maintain
the existing trees planted along the boundary and provide supplemental under-storey vegetation.

Visual intrusion of future development of the allotments is a matter of the nature of the houses built there
and aspects of the house designs, such as the overall size, external materials, finishes and colours will,
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given the extent of available screening, be a factor in their visibility, though there is some latitude when
compared (o development to the south, south east and north west, where minimal screening is available,

G, HERITAGE IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Li.sling

Baulkham Hills Local Favironmental Plan 20058

Schedule § Heritage ifems

Part 3 Heritage conservalion areas

Ofd ‘('}m'unmwm Fuorm Site H'lerirdge Puarky. Banks Road, Castle Hill {Stare}

The State significance 1s claimed and supperted by the fact that it is a State Heritage Register (SHRY lem
File: $90/07304 §92/01663 H02/00180

The relevant provisions of ihe Baulkham Hills Local Eovironmental Plan 2005 in relation 1o the proposed
development would appear to be:

Division 4 Hevitage conservation

39 Developmendt in vicinity of a levitage itent or heritage conservation area

ey

Commeni:

(2}

Comment:

Cowmment:

Comment:

Comment:

Before sranting consent (o developatent in the vicinity of ¢ heritage iteny or a heritage conservetion drea.
the cousent arthoriny must assess the impact of the proposed development on the heritage significance of
the heritage item or the hevitage conservaiion wreq.

as discussed above, the proposed development is in the vicinity of the heritage item = Old
Government Farm Site...” listed as a Conservation Area under Schedule 1 Part 3 of Baulkham
Hills LIEP 2005,

This clavse extends to development:

() that may have an impact on the senting of a heritage item or heritage conservation avea, Jor example,
by affecting a ignificant view o or from the item or conservation arvea, or by overshadmving, or

while there is some potential for future structures on the subgect Iand to be visible from the
conservation area, the existing vegelation glong the boundaries of the 1wo sites and the
physical separation distance is such that the potential impacts are minimal.

(hy that may underniine or othenvise canse plivsical damage o a heritage itom or hevitage conservarion
dred, or

there would appear to be no potential for the proposed subdivision and associated works, and
the future construction of dwelling houses to the site, 1o give vise to physteal damage to the
conservation area by virtue of the physical separvation of the location of works,

{o}  thae will otherwise huve any adverse impact an the heritage signiffeance of a heritayge jtem or
herituge conrseivation ared.

there would appear to be no other potential for adverse impacts,
The consent authority may refise to grant any sich consent unless it has considered a hevivage imprace
statement that will fielp it assess the impact of the proposed developimeni on the hiervitage significance,

viswal custitage and setting of the hevitage item or hevitage conseration area.

this document has been prepared having general regard w the NSW Heritage Branch guideline
document “Statements of Heritage Impact™ o the extent the potential impacts warrant,
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(41 The heritage impact statement showdd inclide details of the size. shape and scale of, sethacks Jor, and the
materials 10 be nsed in, any proposed builidings or works asd details of any modification that would
rechiee the impact of the proposed developoent o the hevitage siguificance of the heritage irew or
heritage conservation wea.

Comment; this document has been prepared in relation to the proposed subdivision ol the land. The
nearest setback envisaged is 10 metres from the eastemn boundary ot the conservation area. It
is intended (o maintain the existing line of trees along this boundary on the subjeet property
{Le. to the east of the boundary itsell), remove invasive plamt species and provide
supplementary understorey planting to provide further sereening .

No buildings as such are proposed at this stage, but in a generic sense, they should not be
excessively bulky and the external materials finishes and colours should be in dark, carthy,
recessive tones. A Drafl site specific Development Control Plan including provisions in
relation to the potential visual impacts has been prepured.

H, CONCLUSION
The above inspection, research and assessment has shown that the subject property at 370 Old Northem
Road, Castle Hill is ideally suited for residential subdivision as proposed due 10 existing features, such as
the mature boundary planting, the slope and position of the land in terms of the topography and visilor
citculation paths of and through the Castle Hill Heritage Park.
Future buildings on the site will presumably be the subject of further application and assessment where
seen 1o be “in the vicinity of " the  Park/ conservation area, and further details as to the size, shape and scale

of, seibacks jor, and the materials te be wsed in, such buildings will necessaily be reguired to be provided at the time,

Notionally, given the supplementation of the screening. and the appropriate design of the future buildings, there will
be ne appreciable impacts on the setting of Castle Hill Heritage Park arising from the propoesed development.

Prepared by

e

Cireg Pateh
Avrchitect/Heritage Consultant
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Appendix A: Fabric Matters
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Item
Name of 1tem:
Other Name/s:
Type of Ttem:
Group/Collection:
Category:
Location:
Primary Address:
Local Govt, Area:
Property Description:
kot/Volume Code
LOT
o1
ToT
107
iy
10T
PART LOT
Lov
o
‘ Lot
All Addresses
Street Address
Gl|b{’?[ Road
Banks Road

Owner/s
Orgarnisagioq Name

;B-éu‘ikham Hils Shire Cauncit

Statement of
Significance

Third Government Farm (former)

Third Government Farm (former)

Castie Hijl Heritage Park; Castle Hill Settiament Sile; Ol Government Fanm Site
Complex f Group

Farrning and Grazing

Farm

Laf: 151.01306346 Long:-33.71772648

Gitbert {oad, Castle Hill, NSW 2154

Bauikham Hilg

Lot/ Volume Number Section Number Plan/Folio Code ~ Plan/Folio Number

5 Be 231945 :
w | o . R
" - o ot
v S L ot |
1 , oy 556680
;5 " op S 56680
o7 . L e ‘ tes
: - P 65614 :
R ' . b seront i
"10_26 TR S o o ceronl
Suburb/Town LGA Parish County Type

Caslle- il Cumberland

: Castié sl

Bavtkham Hills
Bnuiﬂkham I~|5;I:§

Costle Hil
"7 Castle Hill

Primary'

Cumbarland i Alternate

Dwner Category Date Ownership Updated
Local Governmenl :
Castle HHl Meritage Park is impnrtant in the course of pattern of the state's history for its close connection
witl the events leading up to the Battie of Vinegar Hill in 1804 (also comprising an important event in the
Irish mationalist movements of the eighteenth aad ningteenth centuries), The historical importance of the
site is enhanced by its place in the westward expansion of the early calony, using canvict fabour, when
sometimes faltering and often unsuccessful altempts were made al the introduction and development of
agriculture in previgusly unsettled and only recently explored areas. Later uses of the site as the nation's
first dedicated mental health facility {the "Asyium Phase') {1811~ 1828) enhances the site's historical
significance. The site's conversion to use for a church and school (1828-1866) and then adaptation for
orcharding (1870-1930) are also important Mstoricat layers', principally at the local level.

Castle Hill Hertage Park is Exceptionalty significant at the state Jevel for its strang associations with the
rebels who participated in the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804 and, more generaity, with the early convict
|asbaurers and Irish of the colony. The site's later assnciations with the first mental health patients of the
natien, and with the prominent cofonial polymath Rev WB Clarke, are also significant at the state level.
Assaciations between the site and the tocal community fron 1828 into the fate twentieth century {when i{
functioned as the district Church and then orchards) are also significant, although principaty al the local
level.

Castle Hill Heritage Park recalls in its tepography, land forms and remnant structures the original layout and
for of the Third Government Farm. As a resuit, it reflects the nineteenth century cultural landscape and
demaonstrates, st o state level of significance, the principal characteristics of the rurat agsthetic of the
period,

The orcharding phase of the site may be of social significance to those members of the commurity that are
descendants of the earlier orchardists of the area. Further, the schoot and church were for many years focal
points for the community after the closure of the barrcks and asytum,

The archaeological retics sdentdied at Castie HIlE, and other relics potentiatly on the site but not yel exposed,
hold considarabie potential Lo contribute to substantive research questions relating to impostant treads in
the state's (and nation's) history, inciuding the treatment of tha convicts and mentat heaith patients
incarcerated at the site, the circumstances precimtating the Battle of Vinegar Hill, early attempls at
agriculture west of Sydney, and (at the locat level) Lhe settiement and tater development of the area around
Castle Hiil.

The site represents an uncommon aspect of the state’s {and nation’s) history, 10 that it is cne of oniy two
places in the country where armed rebellion was planned and commenced. Similarly, it was the first Lunatic
Asylum in the cotorty, and rare to that extent, although later examptes aiso existad. The cultural fandscape
at the site alse comprises an uncommon example of a relatively unchanged (in terms of topography and
later devetopment) convict farnt site.

Castie Hill Heritage Park is insporiant at Lthe State level as a representativi example of a relatively unchaged
(in terms of topography aod later development) convict farm site, Its remnant cutturatl Jsndscape 5 a good
exaimple of the ningteenth century convict farm settlement. (Uastle Hii Heritage Park Conservation



Description
Construction Years:
Physicat Description:

Management Plan Gadden Mackay Logan July 2007)

Date Significance Updated: 27 Oct 08

Note: There are meomplete details for a number of items listed in HSW. The Heritage Branch mieads to develop or
upgrade statements of significance and other information for these dems #s respurces become avaitable,

1801 -

Built Herigage / Archacblogy

There are no historie huildings on this site, However, the sile containg a number of known and potential
archacological sites. Most sigmificant of these is the site of the formar barracks and associated kilchen,
excavated n 2006, which survive today as sandstone wall foolings.

Vegetation

The existing native vegetation on the site s all post- 1816 ra-grewlh. Tha date al which thss process began
rould not be determined wath accuracy. Aerial photographs demenstrate that by 1943, nabive lirmbers had
regenerated along the main gully lines. The area under Lmber spraad from the gullies, primarily in the
pefiod after 1961,

These is na evidence 1o mdicate that any of the trees on the site pre-date European settlemeni, Most are
likely to post-date ¢1900.

The primary element in these areas of re-growth 1s the Sydney Blue gum {Eucalyptus saligna), This appears
ta be the species designated simaly a5 'gum' In the surveys of 1803 and 1816, These surveys did, however
recagnise a number of olfier speces, and these were sufficiently uncoimmon for them to be used as
reference points 0 the survey. The list inclades the following:

+Rlackbutt’ Eucalyptus pilularis,

tapple’ Angophora sp. (prabably A, florbunda).

vOak’ Allocasuaring erulosa,

“Ironbark® Fucalyptus fibrosa.

*'Bloodwond' Corymbla exirmia.

Of these species, Angophora fiorbunda has been recagaised in the gully womediataly rortih of Banks Read.
It is unclear if other species on the list are currently present.

Government Farm Phase

The heavily timbered pre-Guropean landscape was modified during fhe imbial phase of development of the
site as a Governmend farm by a process of clear-feling and buraing. The process coinmenced on the site
and radiatad from this core area as more land was required for granng stock and for raising crops.

Al trees and scruh on the site, except for 2 single stand of trees located to Lhe east of the barracks, were
removed, The forast was also lefl intact heyond the fine of the ridge Lo the norti and northeast of the site.

The areas thus opened up within the site were used grimarily for runming stack; however, there were a
rumber of distinct zones.

*A low ridge tocated on the southern margin of the site was occupied by the prncipni buildings.

+Tha flat area located wimediately north of Banks Road (site of the betl) may have heen tsed as an
assembly/ mizster point during the normal opecation of e site and during the uprising 1w 1304,

+A bariyard on the western side of the creek.

=The superintendent’s garden,

Asylum and Church Phases

Two miath Zones were present during these phases

+The yard and garden associated with the asylum surgeon’s resience / (ater schoo! yard and
*The area cceupted by the maln asylum buildings/later church,

The remaining areas of the site appear to have bean ynused ar given over Lo stock grazing.

Orcharding Phase

During the tater orcharding phase most of the seuthwest corner of the site was put Lo use tor frull growing.
Most of the fandscape modification during the orcharding penod was undertaken in the post-1800 penod
and 1s refated to changes in the agricultural use of the site and subitivision,

The most sighificant landscape element of the Orcharding Phase that remains clearly visibie on the site
today is the remains of the quarter-mile long dog rating course on the western boundary of the site. 1n
addition, & domed brick cistern, associated with a mid-tweatleth century domestic occupation, remains in
the northeast quadrant of the park. The remaining areas of {he site were used for grazing with regrowth of
native timbers being atowed to Lake place in the gullies.

Topography and Waterways

The site is characterised by four maw topogranhic zones

Y Tha upper ridge slopes in the narth ang east;

+The fower moderate slopes with a grade of <1:10;

*The Rat adjacent to Banks Road; and

“The central gully/creek ling containing areas of oubiropping sandstone.

These have remamned targaly unchanged since Furopean settiement apart from the sculpting of part of the
upper ridge stope south of Gilhert Road tor the installation of a dam and the reworking of the western
margin of the site for a dog course. The 19605 saw substantiat lantfarm modification 1o level an area for the
instatlation of chicken sheds adjacent to the convict harracks site. This modification removed the narthern
Lwo-thirds of the barracks remains.

The smatl fiat enclosed by a ridge with moderate fool slopes, and a series of creeks ang Quihes and
reasonahly fertile soits, may have contributed to the original selection of this place for a Government fanm,
and the small chain of ponds shown in the 1803 watercolour may have been the original water source for
the mhabitants of the Farm. These elemems in their current configuration are Important elements in
understanding the reasons for the origina) establishmant of the Tarm. The enclosing ridge Bned with forest



Physical Condition and/or
Archaeological Potential:

History

Historical Notes:

durisrg thee early phase of the Governmenl Farm marked the hrad of 2xpansion of Lurgpean settlement as
welt as providing a psychotogical barrier confining those sent to work here, The ridge to the north and east
that pravides suth an important backdrep to Lhe site throughout its various phases of development is the
‘Castle 1Hil?, from which the wider suburb derives its name. (Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP Godden Mackay
Logan 2007)

No buttdings remam, foundations may remain beiow prasent ground level. (Register of the Nalionnl £state
Database)

Castie Mill Heritage Park 1 sranificant principalty for its assectaltion with the participants o the Battle of
vinegar Hill,

The Battle of Vinegar Hil holds & serninal, but only relatively recently recognised, place in Australian ethnic,
religious and political histury. The Battie of Vinegar Hill is the only recorded armed battle between
Eurapeans 1 Austrakia, other than the Eureka Stockade, although there were biyger baltles between
Europeans and Aborigines up until the 1930s. The Battle of Vinegar Hill invoived approximately 300 manly
frish nsurgents, most of whom had been transported for sedition, political activism and uprisings in deeland,
and of wharn 15 were shat, nine hanged, nine flogged (200-500 lashes each), and 50 sent in chams o Coal
River (Iater renamed Newcastle) Tor their part in the uprising. The insurgenis batlled with the soldiers of the
Mew South Wales Corps and the militia.

The reasons for the eprising remain unclear. ‘Death or Liberty' was the cachiphrase used by the msurgents
during the Rebeilion and the popular view has been that the uprising was a hid for freedom in response to
cruel punishments and food shortages. This, however, is prrhaps too nareow and simplistic a view given the
demographics of the convict poputation. I s fikely that the uprising was a jargety political act of organtsed
revotution iy the largely leish National convict papulation who did not recognise English authorily in breland,
and had been transported for their involvement i political uprisings i the Ol Country. The view that Lo the
Irish Defenders and the Society of the United [rishmen, all £nglish authority was illegiimate, unjust angd
their naturai state was to resist It, both af hume and Io the colonies, is a plausible, wider view of events.

It is stil not certain why the uprising took place. There are few official and public records on this point
iating Lo the Rebellion, due to age and arcumstance and probably because of the potentlal gmbarrassment
to Governor King whose policy Lo concentrate Irish political prisoners in a single remote ipcation coudd have
been seen by Lendon and the Colenial Secretary as naive (which it almost certainly was). Those participants
who were nol executed as a deterrent were separated and dispersed after the Rehellion to ensure such
group action was unlikely ever 1o agailn occur, Thelr story has never been adequately toid.

H 15 fascinating, however, (hat such an important episode in Colonial history has gone largely shrecognised
and un-commemorated for s¢ long. This may relate Lo palitical and refigious trends it the nineteenth and
twentinth centuries, {Godden

Mackay Logan 2007)

Summary Timelne of lmportant events on the site

1801 - Work commencad on the Trd Government farm, with the soil being described as the "hest and most
produclive kind'.

1801/2 - The hrdges, long Hut (100 feet by 20 feet) and watering place were referred to in a surveyors field
booic.

1402 (Oct) - Francis Peron described Castle Hill as an nfant town’ consisting of 'a dozen houses' with
seyltivated Jand' and 'several handsome farms'

1803 - A walercolaur indicated that the Gavernment Farm area was substanually cleared with 1718
structures, tracks and asseciated areas under biage (see Figure 2.1). Importarndly, the image shows Liie
Jong hut' with adjacent store house and mill house.

1803 (lune 30) - Gavernor King reported that hie was construciing & stone barrack at Castle Hilt of two
storeys and 100 feet by 24 feet.

1803 (August) - The Barracks was still under construction

1804 (4th March) - Vinegar Hill uprising occurred, with a ‘house’ set allght on the Government Farm.

(306 (August) - Barracks building was possibly converted into barn.

1807 (August) - Repairs to a number of buildings oecutred, as well as the granary and barn reported
finished.

1811 (April) - Macquarie. instructed the farm be converted into an asylum and a garden fenced at

rear of granary for exarcise of Inmates, with the building to accommaodate 3 persons,

1811 {June) - Conversion reported complete.

1814 - Buildings reported in bad condition by Surgeon. Bland.

1817 - Buildings reported In good condition {vath a few repairs needed ), with mention of 3 kitchen
(separate¥) and the need for partitions in the upper storey to create an interaal contiguration of two wards
and a store room.

1819 (March) - Bulding reported as upstairs fermale ward and nead for partition to separate male immates
upstairs as well, store recommended. Roof and walls unplastered with damyp conditions.

1821 - Comwmissioner Bigge recammended the closure of the asytum.

1826 - Asylutn closed and inmates maved to Liverpoo! Courlhouse.

1826 (November) - The former asylum was converted into a church requining a replacement roof, shinghing,
ladder and rail, replacement of Hoors, partitioning, door furniture, window repairs and glazing, clean
verandall beams and new posls, whitewastung and plastering of twoe cooms 60 fee by 18 feat and one 45
feat by 18 feet,

1828 - Farmer asylum land formally conveyed to Church and Schaols Corparation,

1832 {May 2-5) - Former asylum surveyed by Felton Mathew showing school, bridge, former asylim
building and ruins {kitchen?).

1832 {September) - Building reporied as v dilapidated condition,

1837 (November) - HL Bubler resurveyed the land and set aside 40 acres as a glehe.

1839 {September) - Building reporled as being converted inlo a chapet Lo b called St Sienoa's.

C1886 - The ofd asylum builthing was demelished, with stone reportedly transporied to construct the rectory
far St Paul's on the corner of Parsonage Road and Old Northern Read.

1895 - First part of the 40 acve glebe sold to orchardist JT Benn.

1900 - The remainder was sold to James Purser,

10305~ Creharding declined anid site was given over 10 pasturage during later 1930s and 40s.



Historic Themes

Australian Theme
{abbrev)

Belwean 1947 and 1961- a large mushspom shed was constructed 1o the northeast of the Barracks site with
a vehicutar entrance to the essl of the site along the right of way.

By 1961 A gimall fibro coltage with brick piers was constructed on the Barracks site.

1966 - The dwarf walt at the rear of the cottage allotrnent along the right-of -way was constructed

[rossitly uf sandstone stone from the parracks site at the same time and in a similar fashion to the stone
wall at the Parsonage. (Godden Mackay Logan 2007)

Mew South Wales Theme Local Theme

2. Peopling - Peoping Convict - Activities relating lo mcarceralion, transoart, reform, accommodation and working  Housing convicls in

ihe continent “during the convicl period in NSW (1788-1850) - does ot include activeties associated with  communal or shared
the conviction of persons i NSW that are unrelated to the imperml ‘convicl system': use the accommatation -
theme of Law & Order for such activities ’

3. Economy - Devetoping Agriculture - Activities relating to the cultivation and rearing of glant and animal species, Clearing land for farmng -
Hocal, regional and usually for commergial purposes, can include anuaculiure

natonal econamies

3. Fconomy - Develoging Epasloralasm . Activities associated wilh the Lreeding, aising, nmcessuig and distritudion of ‘:(r'mne) -

tocal, regional and Hivestock for human use

national economaes ;

7. Governing - Goversment and Administration - Activities associoted with the governance of local areas, ]{)evcinplng' rales for

‘Governing ‘regions, the State and the nation, and the administrtion of public programs - intiudes hoth government - facilitating
‘princapled and corrupt acbivities. fagriculture -

Assessment of Significance

SHR Criteria a)
[Historical Significance]

SHR Criteria b)
[Associative Significance]

SHR Criteria )
[Aesthetic Significance]

SHR Criteria d)
[Soctal Sigmificance)

SHR Criteria a)
{Research Potential]

SHR Criteria f)
{Rarity]

SHR Criteria g)
tRepresentativenessi

Assessinent Criteria

Castle 1ill Heritage Park is impociant in the course or pattern of the state's hstory for its close conaection
with the events leading up to the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1804 {also compriging an important event in the
Irish nationaiist movemenls of the eighteanth and nineteenth centunies). The historical importance of the
site is enhanced by its place in the westward expansan of the early coloay, using convicl labour, when
sometimes faltering and often unsuccessiul attempts were made at the introduction and development of
agriculture in previously unsettled and only recently explored areas, Later uses of the site as the nation's
first dedicated mental health facility (the ‘Asylura Phase') (1811-1828) enhances the site's historical
significance. The site's conversion to use for a ehurch and schaol {1828-1866) and then adaptation for
orcharding {1870-1930) are alse irnportant historcal layers', principally at the local level.

Castle vl Heritage Park is Exceptionally significant at the state level for ils strong associations with the
rebels who participated in the Battle of Vinegar Hill i1 1804 and, more generally, with the early convicl
{abourers and frish of the colony. The site’s later associalions with the first mentat health patients of the
nation, and with the prominent colomal polymath Rev WB Clarke, are alse significant al the state level,
Associations between the site and the local community from 3828 into the late Lwentieth century {when i
functioned as the district Church and then orghards) are also significant, althotgh principally at the local
level.

Castle Hill tieritage Park retalls in its topography, land forms and remnant slyuctures the original layout and
form of the Third Government Farm, As a resull, it refiects the nineteenth century cultural landscape and
demonstrates, at a state level of significance, the principal characteristics of the rura! pesthetic of the
period.

The archarding phase of the site may be of sacial significance to those members of the comimunity that are
descendants of the garlier archardists of the area. Further, the school and church were for many years focal
powmts for the community aftes the closure of the barracks and asylum.

The archaeological relics ientified al Castie Hill, and ather relics potentially on the site but not yet exposed,
hold considerable potential to contribute o substantive research questions relating te important trends
the state's (and nation’s) history, including the ireatment of the convicts ang mental health patients
incarcerated at the site, the circumstances precipitating the Battle of Vinegar Hill, early attempts at
agricuiture west of Sydaey, and (at the iocal level) the setilement and laler davelopment of the area around
Castle Hill,

The site reprasants an yNCoMMON aspect of the state’s (and nation’s) hislory, in that it 15 gne of only two
placas In the country where armed rehellion was planned and commenced, Sinularly, it was the first Lunatic
Asylum in the colony, and rare to that extent, aithough later examples also existed. The cultural fandscape
at (ha site alse COMPiSEs an uncommaon example of a relatively unchanged (in terms of tapography and
later development) convick farm site.

Castle Hilt Hartage Park is impgortam al Lhe State leved as a represeniative example of a relalively
unchanged (in terms of topagraphy and later development) convict farm gite, Its remnant cullural
landseape Is a good example of the nineteenth century convict farm settlement.

{tems are assessed against the ﬁState Herltage Register (SHR) Criteria 10 detarmine (he ieval af
significance. Refer to the Listings below for the level of statutory proection.

Procedures /Exemptions

Section of Actlon
Act Description Title Comments bate
§21.(1)(b) Conservatien Plan Conservalion ;
i submited for iManageient Plan, July |
‘comment 2007
577y ;\IEx'emp't'ion toallow  Standard Exemptions SCHEDULE OF STANDARD EXEMPTIONS Sep S
wnrk :

HERITAGE ACT 1977 2008
‘Nouice of Order Under Section 57 (2) of the Heritage Act 1577 :

1, the Minister for Planning, pursuant 10 subsection 52{2) of the Herilage

hes ARTT sy i pmemmstaadsban of Wan Uaeitaas Sogneil Al Blav Crertly 3
At ARTT ey tho roonRUNCRISUSH T GTE OTTRELE SRt e ey ke



Wales, do by this Order: ‘

1. revoke the Schedule of Exemptions to subsection 57(1) of the |
'Heritage Act made under subsection 57(2) and published in the ‘
Government Gazette on 22 February 2008; and

12. grant standard exemptions from subsection 57(1) of the Heritage Act
11977, described in the Schedule attached.

'FRANK SARTOR
Minister for Planning
Sydney, 11 July 2008

To view the schedule click on the Standard Exemptions for Works
Requiring Heritage Council Approval link below.

m standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval

Listings

§ Listing Gazette Gazette Gazette
Heritage Listing Listing Title Nombar Date Miifibee Pags
|Heritage Act - State Heritage | 01448 22 Dec 00 | 168 . 13891
|Register ! | | |
\Local Environmental Plan | Old Government Farm Site | Schedulel | 01 Mar 91
iNaﬂonai Trust of Australia register [ Castle Hill Historic Site Landscape 6958 : I |
| | Conservation A | | |
[Register of the National Estate Castle Hill Settlement Site [ 2964 | 25 Mar86 | ~H
References, Internet links & Images

i " Internet

Type Author Year Title Links
'Written [Godden Mackay Logan in assoc with Archaeological and 12007 |Castle Hill Heritage Park CMP [
| Heritage Management Solutions | |
Iwritten [Register of the National Estate Database 2002 |(not given) ) |
[written {Mayr'ie-wuson & Associates ' 11999 Heritage & Visual Analysis of the envirans of Heritage
E | 1 PPark Castle Hill
[Written {McDonald McPhee P/L with Thorp, W., & Burton, C. 11991 ;Heritage Park Plan of Management and Conservation |
| ‘contributions ! Strategy, Castle Hill |
|written f;\-n-ne- Bickford ) T [1990 onﬁsEFration Study of He;itage Park, Castle Hill

Note:-.-i}tterne{liﬁks may be to web pages, documents or images.

- R
(Click on Thumbnail for Full Size Image and Image Details)

Data Source

The information for this entry comes from the following source:
Name: Heritage Branch

Database Number: 5051518

File Number: $90/07504 $92/01663 H02/00180




Third Government Farm (former)
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Third Government Farm. View into Barracks Site Curtilage from the north.

Image Type: Photograph
Image Year: 19 Mar 02

Third Government Farm (former)

Third Government Farm. View into the School Site Curtilage from the north.

Image Type: ‘ Photograph
Image Year: 20 Mar 02



Old Government Farm Site

Item
Name of Ttem: Old Government Farm Site
Type of Item: Comnplex / Group
Group/Collection: Farming and Grazing
Category: Farm
Primary Address: Heritage Park Old Northern Road, Castle Hill, NSW 2154
Local Govt, Area: Baulkham Hills
Property Description: )
tot/Volume Code Lot/ Volume Number Section Number Plan/Folio Code _Plan/Falio Number
All Addresses
Street Address Suburb/Town 1L.GA Parish County Type
H.eritag.e“f’érk Old Northern Ruéd . . Castle Wil Baulkham Hills I Primary

Note: There are incomplete details for a number of ilems listed in NSW. The Heritage
Branch intends to develop or upgrade statements of significance ang ather
information for these ilems as resources become avatlable.

Assessment Criteria @

Hems are assessed against the =3 State Heritage
Register (SHR) Criteria to determine the level of
significance. Refer to the tistings betow for the level of
statulory protection,

Listings

Heritage Listing Listing Title Listing Number Gazette Date Gazette Number Gazette Page
Tocal bnviconmental Plan ¢ Sehedule 3 : 01 Mar 91 :

References, Internet links & Images
None
Note: Internet links may be to web pages, documents or images,

Data Source
The informaticn for this entry comes from the following source:
Name: Local Government

Database Number: 1090050
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